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(54) Apparatus and method for image pickup and processing 


(57) An improved image pickup device or method 
and an improved image processing device or method 
which directly projects a region specifying image on an 
object to specify and focus the object within a predeter- 
mined region without employing any image display unit 
so as to take an image of the object and judge the quality 
of the taken image. An image pickup device (2) includes 


an image pickup means (22) for taking an image of an 
object (1) which is focused through a lens (21), and a 
projecting means (25) for projecting an image (27p) of 
a predetermined shape on the object. An image 
processing device (4) compares the image taken by the 
image pickup device (2) with a predetermined image 
stored beforehand to produce a result of such compar- 
ison. 
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Description 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
I. Field ol the Invention 


This invention relates to an image pickup device 
and method which takes an image of an object in order 
to inspect or measure the object employing an image 
processing technique, and to an image processing de- 
vice and method for judging if the object is good based 
on the taken image. 

2. Discussion of the Related Art 

It is well known to employ an image inspection de- 
vice which takes an image of an object by an image pick- 
up device to execute matching of the taken input image 
with a model image as a reference for judging based on 
a result of the matching whether or not the object is 
good. Fig. 1 9 shows a block diagram of such a conven- 
tional image inspection device in which a camera 71 
takes an image of an object 70 and the taken input im- 
age is displayed on a monitor screen 73a of an image 
display device 73. On setting the device, an operator 
adjusts the position relation of the object 70 and the 
camera 71 by watching the image display device 73 so 
that the input image 70p of the object 70 comes within 
the range of the monitor screen 73a, or by visually ob- 
serving the blurriness of the input image 70p so that it 
may be focused. 

The operator simultaneously watches the input im- 
age 70p and a region designation image 72p of a frame 
shape produced from the controller 72 which are dis- 
played on the monitor screen 73a so that the region des- 
ignation image 72p is overlapped with the input image 
70p by operating a manipulator 74 for specifying a de- 
tection object region. 

In such a conventional image inspection device, the 
input picture 70p of the object 70 and the region desig- 
nating image 72p have to be displayed on the monitor 
image 73a of the image display device 73, whereby 
there are required an image output function and a graph- 
ic process function or the like resulting into an expensive 
system. 

A position of the camera 71 has to be adjusted by 
an operator confirming the focus of the input image 70p 
with the monitor screen 73a for a focus adjustment. Ac- 
cordingly, the focus adjustment is difficult when the in- 
stallation position of the camera 71 is far from the instal- 
lation position of the image display device 73. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
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It is, therefore, a primary object of this invention to 
provide an improved image pickup device or method 
and an improved image processing device or method 
which directly projects a region designating image on 


an object to specify and focus a predetermined region 
without employing any image display unit so as to take 
an image of the object and judge the quality of the taken 
image. 

5 According to a first aspect of this invention, there is 

provided an image pickup device which includes an im- 
age pickup means taking an image of an object which 
is focused through a lens, and a projecting means for 
projecting an image of a predetermined shape on the 
w object. In this device, a region designating image may 
be directly projected on the object by the projecting 
means, and positional and focal adjustment for a prede- 
termined region may be executed by visually watching 
the projected image without employing any image dis- 
J5 play device. 

According to a second aspect of this invention, 
there is provided an image pickup device which includes 
an image pickup means taking an image of an object 
which is focused through a lens, a projecting means for 
20 projecting an image of a predetermined shape on the 
object, and an illumination means disposed around the 
lens for illuminating the object. In this device, a region 
designating image may be directly projected on the ob- 
ject by the projecting means, the projected image may 
25 be visually watched illuminating a predetermined region 
of the object by the illumination means, and positional 
and focal adjustment for the predetermined region may 
be executed without employing any image display de- 
vice. 

30 According to a third aspect of this invention, there 
is provided an image processing device which process- 
es an image taken by an image pickup device, including 
an image pickup means taking an image of an object 
which is focused through a lens and a projecting means 
35 for projecting an image of a predetermined shape on the 
object, to be compared with a predetermined reference 
or a predetermined image stored beforehand to produce 
its comparison result. This device may allow the judg- 
ment of the quality of the object without employing any 
40 image display device. 

According to a fourth aspect of this invention, there 
is provided an image pickup method for projecting an 
image of a predetermined shape from an image pickup 
device, and focusing an image on an object surface at 
45 a predetermined remote position from the object to take 
an image of the object. In this method, positional and 
focal adjustment of a predetermined area may be exe- 
cuted by visually watching the projected image without 
employing any image display device. 
so According to a fifth aspect of this invention, there is 
provided an image pickup method for projecting an im- 
age of a predetermined shape from an image pickup de- 
vice, and focusing an image on a surface of an object 
at a predetermined remote position from the object, tak- 
55 ing an image of the object, processing the taken image 
to be compared with a predetermined reference or a pre- 
determined image stored beforehand, and producing its 
comparison result. In this method, the quality of the ob- 
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ject may be judged without employing any image display 
device- 
According to a sixth aspect of this invention, there 
is provided an image pickup device including an image 
pickup means taking an image of an object which is fo- 5 
cused through a lens, a projecting means for projecting 
an image of a predetermined shape on the object, and 
an illumination means around the lens for illuminating 
the object, in which all of the means are enclosed in a 
housing and respectively fixed at their positions within 10 
the housing. In this device, a region designating image 
may be directly projected on the object by the projecting 
means, and positional and focal adjustment for a prede- 
termined region may be executed by visually watching 
the projected image without employing any image dis- is 
play device. 

According to a seventh aspect of this invention, 
there is provided an image processing device which in- 
cludes an A/D converter for converting an output from 
an image pickup device into a digital signal, an image so 
processing unit for image processing the digitized sig- 
nal, and an output unit for producing a result of the pic- 
ture processing, which are respectively enclosed within 
a housing. In this device, the quality of the object may 
be judged without employing any image display device. 25 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Other objectives and advantages of this invention 
will be more readily apparent from the following detailed 30 
description provided in conjunction with the following fig- 
ures, of which: 

Fig. 1 is a block diagram of an image pickup device 

and an image processing device as a first embodi- 35 

ment of this invention; 

Fig. 2 shows a construction of a slit plate; 

Fig. 3 is a plane view of a panel of a housing of the 

image processing device; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the image pickup de- 40 
vice and an object to show a positional relation ther- 
ebetween; 

Fig. 5 shows an image projected on the object; 
Fig. 6 shows a status in which an image pickup re- 
gion of an image pickup element coincides with a 
region designating image projected on the object; 
Fig. 7 shows a status in which an image pickup re- 
gion of the image pickup element is offset from a 
region designating image projected on the object; 
Fig. 8 shows a status in which a measurement re- so 
gion image is searched by a model image; 
Fig. 9 is a timing chart of (a) a picture signal, (b) a 
projection timing of a light source, and (c) a light re- 
ceiving timing by an image pickup element; 
Fig. 10 is a timing chart of (a) a picture signal, (b) a ss 
projection timing of a light source, (c) a light receiv- 
ing timing by an image pickup element externally 
and irregularly entered by light, and (d) a light pro- 


jection timing giving a priority to the light receiving 
timing; 

Fig. 1 1 is a block diagram of an image pickup device 
and an image processing device as a second em- 
bodiment of this invention; 

Fig. 1 2 is a block diagram of an image pickup device 
and an image processing device as a third embod- 
iment of this invention; 

Fig. 13 is a 'front view of the image pickup device 
showing position relation of a lens and an illumina- 
tion light source; 

Fig. 1 4 shows that a measured surface of an object 
is radiated by light in which a projection light color 
of a projection light source is different from an illu- 
mination light color of an illumination light source; 
Fig. 1 5 is a block diagram of an image pickup device 
and an image processing device as a fourth embod- 
iment of this invention; 

Fig. 16 is a schematic sectional side view of an im- 
age pickup device as a fifth embodiment of this in- 
vention; 

Fig. 1 7 is a schematic sectional side view of an im- - 
age pickup device as a sixth embodiment of this in- 
vention; 

Fig. 18 is a schematic sectional side view of an im- 
age pickup device as a seventh embodiment of this 
invention; and 

Fig. 19 is a block diagram of a conventional image 
inspection device. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

Referring, now, to Fig. 1 , there is shown a block di- 
agram of an image pickup device 2 and an image 
processing device 4 as a first embodiment of this inven- 
tion, in which an image of an object 1 to be inspected or 
measured is taken by the image pickup device 2 to gen- 
erate a picture signal and the object 1 is inspected by 
the image processing device 4 employing a digital im- 
age processing technique based on the generated pic- 
ture signal. The devices 2 and 4 are respectively en- 
closed by separate housings. The image pickup device 
2 is placed on a line passed by the object 1 , for instance, 
for 50cm intervals, and the image processing device 4 
is placed away from the image pickup device 2 and con- 
nected through a cable. 

The image pickup device 2 includes an image pick- 
up element 22 (for example, a two-dimensional CCD im- 
age pickup device) which is disposed at a position to 
which an image of the object 1 is focused through a lens 
21 , an image pickup controller 23 converting the image 
pickup signal obtained by drive-controlling the element 
22 for photo-electric conversion into a picture signal, 
and a half mirror 24 serving as a half transmission mirror 
disposed between the lens 21 and the element 22. The 
half mirror may be replaced with a dichroic mirror as the 
half transmission mirror, if desired. Because the half mir- 
ror transmits a part of incident light and reflects the re- 
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mainder, both the transmitted light quantity and the re- 
flected light quantity are reduced. The dichrotc mirror, 
however, selectively reflects a part of the incident light 
at a visible light area and transmits the remainder by 
using an optical interference, so that reduction of a 5 
quantity of projection light by a projection light source 
25 and a quantity of received light by the image pickup 
element 22 can be minimized. 

The half mirror 24 is placed at a predetermined an- 
gle (45 degrees in this embodiment) on an optical axis io 
L1 extending to the object 1 and the image pickup ele- 
ment 22. The mirror reflects to the lens 21 a part of light 
projected from the light source 25 (such as a light emit- 
ting diode) placed on an optical axis L2 crossing the op- 
tical axis L1 (at 90 degrees in this embodiment), and '5 
transmits a part of the light transmitted from the lens 21 
to be focused on the image pickup element 22. The light 
source 25 is flash-driven by a drive signal produced from 
a light source driver 26. 

A slit plate 27 provided with a plurality of slits is so 20 
disposed in front of the light source 25 that the distance 
from the plate 27 to the mirror 24 on the optical axis L2 
is the same as that from the mirror 24 to the element 22 
on the optical axis L1. Accordingly, a shape of slits on 
the slit plate 27 is projected and focused on a surface 25 
(measurement surface) 11 of the object 1. The slits of 
the slit plate 27 will be described later in detail referring 
to Fig. 2. Thus, a projection means is composed by the 
projection light source 25 and the slit plate 27. 

The image processing device 4 includes an analog/ 30 
digital (A/D) converter 41 for converting the picture sig- 
nal produced from the image pickup device 2 into a dig- 
ital image signal, and the A/D converter 41 is connected 
with a system bus 42. 

The system bus 42 is provided with a CPU 43 for 35 
controlling the whole device, a read only memory (ROM) 
44 for storing program data for operating the CPU 43 
and various data, a read/write random access memory 
(RAM) 45 temporarily storing processed data, a timing 
signal generator 46 controlling the light source driver 26, 40 
a model memory 47 storing a model image representing 
a reference, an image memory 48 storing input image, 
a search measure unit 49 comparing the input image 
with the model image, an operation unit 50 instructing 
registration of the model image and the inspection and *s 
measurement of the object 1 , and an output unit 51 pro- 
ducing a judgment result about the quality of the object 
1. 

In Fig. 2, there is shown a construction of the slit 
plate 27 provided with the plurality of slits 27a through so 
27f disposed on a flat plate blocking light so as to trans- 
mit light therethrough, in which four slits 27a through 27d 
of a thin belt shape are disposed for projecting a meas- 
uring area of a foursquare frame on the object 1 and the 
slit 27e of four-square is disposed at a center to project ss 
a registration area for registering a model image. 

The slit 27f of an arrow mark shape disposed out- 
side and in parallel with th slit 27c for forming measur- 


ing area is disposed to project a flow direction of the line 
where the object for image pickup moves, so that an op- 
erator may set the image pickup device 2 in a correct 
direction watching th arrow mark image projected by 
the slit 27f. 

Fig. 3 is an example or a top view or a panel of a 
housing 4a of the image, processing device 4 which in- 
cludes the operation unit (50) having various manipula- 
tors 50a to 50c and the output unit (51) having various 
display lamps 51 a to 51 c. An operation display lamp 51 a 
is represented by a LED (light emitting diode) which 
turns on when a result of inspection of the object 1 is 
ready for output but turns off unless so. A level display 
lamp 51b is a series of LEDs which display a consistent 
degree between an input image of the object 1 and a 
model image in eight steps 0 to 7. In this embodiment, 
LEDs 0 to 5 are turned on whereby the consistent de- 
gree is indicated as 5. A threshold lamp 51c is a series 
of LEDs which display eight steps 0 to 7 about a thresh- 
old value judging the quality of the object 1. In this em- 
bodiment, an LED between 3 and 4 is turned on which 
means a threshold is placed therebetween. A threshold 
value trimmer 50a is a rotary manipulator for setting a 
threshold value to judge the quality of the object 1. A 
teach button 50b is a switch manipulator to be de- 
pressed when a model image is registered. An operation 
mode selecting switch 50c is a slide manipulator to se- 
lect one of a TEACH mode to register a model image 
and a RUN mode to inspect and measure the object 1 
transmitted on the line. 

On Setting thus constructed devices, as shown in 
Fig. 4, the image pickup device 2 is placed at a prede- 
termined distance D from the object 1 to adjust the po- 
sition of the device 2 so that a region designating image 
27p projected by the slits 27a to 27f of the slit plate 27 
may be focused on a predetermined position of a meas- 
urement surface 11 of the object 1, wherein the image 
pickup device 2 is so disposed that the optical axis L1 
is perpendicular to the measurement surface 11 of th 
object 1 and the distance D is defined by a focal distance 
of the lens 21 . 

The operator observes the blur condition of the re- 
gion designating image 27p focused on the object 1 by 
visual inspection, adjusts the distance D when the con- 
tour is blurry for a focus adjustment to obtain a sharp 
contour of the image as shown in Fig. 5. 

Upon completion of such focus adjustment, the op- 
erator executes a recognition process to recognize a po- 
sition relation between the pickup region of the image 
pickup element 22 and the region designating image 
27p projected on the measured surface 1a of the object 
1. As shown in Fig. 6, it is desirable that both center 
positions of the image pickup region 22a of the image 
pickup element 22 shown in broken lines and the region 
designating image 27p agree. For this purpose, howev- 
er, extremely high accuracy is demanded to position the 
image pickup element 22 and the alit plate 27. 

For precise image processing when the accuracy 
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for positioning the image pickup element 22 and the slit 
plate 27 is rough and the image pickup region 22a some- 
what deviates from the region designating image 27p 
about their positions as shown in Fig. 7, the position re- 
lationship between the image pickup region 22a and the 
region designating image 27p is recognized beforehand 
so that the position of the region designating image 27p 
may be specified into a position within the image pickup 
region 22a. 

Recognition of predetermined coordinates of the 
image pickup region 22a and the region designating im- 
age 27p, for example, the coordinates of points A and 
B on left top, allows the position relationship between 
the image pickup region 22a and the region designating 
image 27p to be recognized. As another method for rec- 
ognizing the position relationship of the both, white pa- 
per is placed on the measurement surface 11 of the ob- 
ject 1 and the region designating image 27p is projected 
on the white paper to be taken by the image pickup el- 
ement 22. When the half mirror 24 is replaced with a 
dichroic mirror to stop the transmission of light of the 
region designating image 27p, a sheet of paper depicted 
by a pattern having the same size as that of the region 
designating image 27p may be put together with the 
measurement surface 11 of the object 1 and the region 
designating image 27p may be projected on the white 
paper to be taken by the image pickup element 22. 

Next, the operator registers a model image repre- 
senting a reference. This registration process is done 
by the image pickup element 22 which takes an image 
of a pattern within a registration region image 27q pro- 
jected on the measurement surface 11 of the object 1 
by the slit 27e of the slit plate 27, and by storing the 
taken pattern as a model image in the model memory 
47 of the image processing device 4. This process is 
performed by actuating the operation mode selecting 
switch 50c of the operation unit 50 into a side "TEACH" 
and depressing the teach button 50b. 

The image pickup device 2 takes an image of the 
object by the image pickup element 22 to convert the 
taken pickup signal into a picture signal by the image 
pickup controller 23 for application to the image 
processing device 4 which converts the picture signal 
into a digital image signal by the A/D convertor 41 to be 
stored into the image memory 48. The CPU 43 finds a 
position for the registration region image 27q in view of 
the previously obtained position relationship of the im- 
age pickup region 22a and the region designating image 
27p, and reads an image at the found position from the 
image memory 48 to be stored into the model memory 
47. Thus stored image is the model image. 

Upon the completion of adjustment of the position 
relationship between the object 1 and the image pickup 
device 2 and the registration of the model image, the 
operator actuates the line, turns the operation mode se- 
lecting switch 50c of the operation unit 50 to a RUN 
mode to initiate measurement and inspection of the ob- 
ject 1 conveyed on the line. 


That is, the image pickup element 22 takes an im- 
age of a predetermined position of the measurement 
surface 11 of the object 1 every time the object 1 comes, 
and produces the taken image pickup signal to the im- 
5 age pickup controller 23 which converts the pickup sig- 
nal into a picture signal to be applied to the image 
processing device 4. : 

In the image processing device 4,,the picture signal 
is converted intaa digital image signal by the A/D con- 
io verter 41 to be stored into the image memory 48. The 
CPU 43 finds a position of a measurement region image 
27r projected by the slits 27a to 27d of the slit plate 27 
based on the previously obtained position relationship 
of the image pickup region 22a and the region designat- 
es ing image 27p, reads an image at the position from the 
image memory 48, conducts a gray search at the search 
measure unit 49 based on the model image stored in 
the model memory 47 to judge whether the object is 
good or bad. A result of the judgement is displayed in 
20 eight steps by the level display lamp 51 b of the output 
unit 51. 

The gray search executes a process in which image 
data is handled as shading data of several bits without 
binary encoding and registration image and input image 
25 are recognized to agree when a correlation value by do- 
ing matching of the registration and input data is larger 
than a threshold value. Generally, registration image is 
smaller than the input image, so that the registration im- 
age is successively shifted by one pixel for the input im- 
30 age to be compared with the same from end to end 
thereof to find an agreement point. 

This process is shown in Fig. 8 in which a measure- 
ment region image 27r containing by letters A, B, and C 
is searched by a region designating image (model im- 
35 age) 27q of the letter A from left top to right bottom. The 
same image as the model image, viz. the image of the 
alphabet A, is found at the position where the correlation 
value of both images exceeds a reference value. 

The search process in the search measure unit 49 
40 may employ a binary encoding search instead of the 
gray search, if desired, in which the image data is binary- 
encoded with a reference shading level to be compared 
with a reference area value by measuring the area for 
judging the quality. 
45 The gray search has advantages. Precise detection 
can be performed by estimation even if any positional 
shift smaller than a pixel unit is produced between the 
registration image and the input image. When some 
brightness change happens between the registration 
so image and the input image, the comparison about their 
shape takes a priority to provide almost same result as 
that of a comparison when both images have the same 
brightness. 

Fig. 9 shows wave forms representing a picture sig- 
ss nal (a) of one frame of video screen (1 horizontal period: 
16.7 msec) produced from the image pickup controller 
23, a projection timing (b) of a projection light source 25 
for the picture signal (a), and a light receive timing (c) 
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by the image pickup element 22. The projection timing 
is set to several milliseconds when one horizontal period 
starts, and the light receive timing is set to several mil- 
liseconds when one horizontal period ends. The setting 
of the timing is fixed. 

Thus, the image pickup element 22 is protected 
from affection by light from the projection light source 
25 by shifting the light receive timing of the element 22 
from the projection timing of the light source 25. The pro- 
jection light source 25 visually looks like always lighting 
by synchronous lighting. 

Now, the light receive timing of the image pickup 
element 22 will be described hereinafter. Generally, an 
image pickup element is composed of a photoelectric 
sensor, a shift register and so forth which are disposed 
on a semiconductor substrate, and has characteristics 
such that it stores signal charges which are photo-elec- 
tric translated by the photoelectric sensor when a sub- 
strate voltage is a normal voltage but discharges the 
stored signal charges toward the external without shift- 
ing to the shift register when the substrate voltage is 
higher than the normal voltage. 

In view of such characteristics, the substrate volt- 
age is instantly raised to a high voltage each horizontal 
period to discharge the signal charges having been 
stored in the photoelectric sensor. The light receive tim- 
ing is fixed by retaining the substrate voltage at a normal 
voltage for a predetermined period before end of one 
frame of video screen and by transferring only the signal 
charges of light received from the time when the base 
voltage finally becomes a high voltage to the time when 
the signal charges are transferred to the shift register. 

Fig. 10 shows wave forms when a light receive tim- 
ing (c) of the image pickup 22 irregularly comes. A pro- 
jection timing (b) of the projection light source 25 for a 
picture signal (a) is fixed at the start of one horizontal 
period, and stops the projection of the light source 25 to 
provide priority to the light receive timing (c) when it is 
overlapped with ihe light receive timing (c) to control a 
light projection timing (d). 

In this case-also, the image pickup element 22 is 
protected from affection by light from the projection light 
source 25 which visually looks like always lighting by 
synchronous lighting. 

(Second Embodiment) 

In Fig. 11 there is shown a block diagram of an im- 
age pickup device 2 and an image processing device 4 
as a second embodiment of this invention, in which the 
same reference numbers are given to the components 
corresponding to those of the first embodiment (shown 
in Fig. 1) and their detailed explanation is omitted. 

An image pickup device 2 of this embodiment is pro- 
vided with a liquid crystal slit plate 28 instead of the slit 
plate 27 of the first embodiment, and a liquid crystal dis- 
play driver 29 driving the plate 28. Accordingly, the tim- 
ing signal generator 46 of the image processing device 


4 is designed to have a function controlling the liquid 
crystal driver 29. Other construction is the same as that 
of the first embodiment (Fig. 1 ). 

The liquid crystal slit plate 28 is composed of a plu- 

5 rality of liquid crystal cells each of which changes its light 
transmissivity by an applied voltage. Thus, a projection 
image of a desired shape is produced by selecting the 
driven liquid crystal cells by the timing signal generator 
46. For instance,- it is possible that only the registration 

w region image 27q is projected when a model image is 
registered, and only the measurement region image 27r 
is projected when the object 1 is measured and inspect- 
ed. 

is (Third Embodiment) 

In Fig. 12 there is shown a block diagram of an im- 
age pickup device 2 and an image processing device 4 
as a third embodiment of this invention, in which the 
20 same reference numbers are given to the components 
corresponding to those of the first embodiment (shown 
in Fig. 1 ) and their detailed explanation is omitted. In this 
embodiment, a plurality of illumination light sources 30 
such as LEDs are provided around the lens 21 to light 
25 a measurement surface 11 of the object 1. In this em- 
bodiment, an image pickup device 2 of this embodiment 
is provided with a lighting driver 31 for driving the light 
sources 30, and the timing signal generator 46 of the 
image processing device 4 is designed to have a func- 
30 tion to control the lighting driver 31 . Other construction 
is the same as that of the first embodiment (Fig. 1). 

Fig. 1 3 is a front view of the image pickup device 2 
showing a positional relation of the lens 21 and the plu- 
rality of light sources 30 arranged in a periphery of the 
35 lens 21 in which sixteen illumination light sources 30, 
viz. five sources in each horizontal direction and each 
vertical direction respectively. Thus construction pro- 
vides a sufficient brilliance. 

As shown in Fig. 14, the measurement surface 11 
40 of the object 1 may be radiated by a red illumination color 
(RD) and the region designating image 27p may be pro- 
jected by a green color (GD), by changing the projection 
color of the projection light source 25 from the illumina- 
tion color of the illumination light sources 30, for in- 
45 stance, setting the luminescence frequency of the 
sources 25 into a green region (GR) and the lumines- 
cence frequency of the sources 30 into a red region 
(RD). According to this embodiment, if stroboscope lu- 
minescence is done with agreement between the light 
50 projection timing of the illumination light sources 30 and 
the light receive timing of the image pickup element 22 
to execute the shifting control of projection timing of the 
projection light source 25 from the light receive timing 
of the image pickup element 22 as shown in Figs. 9 and 
55 10, whereby the image pickup element 22 is improved 
to be protected from affection by external light. 
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In Fig. 15 there is shown a block diagram of an im- 
age pickup device 2 and an image processing device 4 
as a fourth embodiment of this invention, in which the 
same reference numbers are given to the components 
corresponding to those of the third embodiment (shown 
in Fig. 12) and their detailed explanation is omitted. In 
this embodiment, there is employed the same construc- 
tion as that of Fig. 1 2 except such a construction in which 
an optical filter 32 transmitting only the signal having the 
same frequency as the illumination frequency of the il- 
lumination light sources 30 is disposed in front of the 
image pickup element 22. 

In this embodiment, the optical filter 32 transmits 
only the luminescence frequency signal of the light 
sources 30 and intercepts the luminescence frequency 
signal of the projection light source 25, whereby any 
shifting control such as shifting the projection timing of 
the source 25 from the light receive timing of the element 
22 (as shown in Figs. 9 and 10) is not needed, and the 
inspection and measurement can be performed with the 
projection light source 25 always indicating an inspec- 
tion region. 

(Fifth Embodiment) 

Fig. 16 is a schematic sectional side view of an im- 
age pickup device to show a concrete mounting frame 
example as a fifth embodiment of this invention, in which 
the same reference numbers are given to the compo- 
nents corresponding to those of the third embodiment 
(shown in Fig. 1 2) and their detailed explanation is omit- 
ted. An image pickup device 2 has a sealed housing of 
a rectangular or cylindrical configuration in which an 
opening of the C-shaped housing 2a is fixed by a trans- 
parent plate 2b. Inside of the transparent panel 2b there 
is mounted a cylindrical lens unit 2c which encloses in 
a depth direction a combination lens corresponding to 
the lens 21 of Fig. 12. 

A plurality of illumination light sources 30 are fixed 
on a printed circuit board 2e through spacers 2d. The 
light sources 30 are mounted slanting slightly inwardly 
by the spacers 2d to illuminate the measured surface 11 
of the object 1 . 

A polarizing filter 2f and a MLA (micro lens array) 
2g are mounted in a laminated fashion and in front of 
the light sources 30 on the inner side of the transparent 
plate 2b. The MLA 2g is composed of a large number of 
micro lenses formed on a flat plane and employed to 
uniformly direct light projected from the sources 30 for 
uniform brilliance on a flat plane to provide uniform light- 
ing. If desired, the transparent plate 2b and the MLA 2g 
may be molded as a single unit. 

An optical holder 2p is mounted behind the printed 
circuit board 2e and houses a rear half portion of the 
lens unit 2c therein. Behind the lens unit 2c th re are 
mounted a half mirror 24 and a picture pickup element 
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22 on an optical axis L1 . A polarizing filter 2q is mounted 
on a front wall of the pickup element 22, and a printed 
circuit board 2r mounted on a rear of the optical holder 
2p is mounted on a rear wall of the element 22. On the 
board 2r there are mounted electronic components (not 
shown) to provide a peripheral circuit of the image pick- 
up element 22. 

Polarization directions of the polarizing filters 2q 
and 2f are crossed with respect to each other to avoid 
entry of light from the illumination light source 30 into 
the pickup element 22. The polarizing filter 2q is inter- 
posed between the half mirror 24 and the image pickup 
element 22 without being arranged within a path project- 
ed by the projection light source 25 through the lens unit 
2c to avoid reduction of light quantity of the projection. 

A slit plate 27 is mounted on the optical axis L2 in 
a reflection direction of the half mirror 24 by the same 
distance as that to the pickup element 22, and a mirror 
2s is disposed behind the plate 27. The projection light 
source 25 is disposed in the reflection direction of the 
mirror 2s. The half mirror 24 and the mirror 2s are re- 
spectively placed at a slant angle of 45 degrees on the 
optical axes L1 and L2, so that the projection light source 
25 is mounted in parallel with the optical axis L1 behind 
the printed circuit board 2e. 

The lens unit 2c is disposed for a forward and back 
movement by mounting the lens unit 2c to the optical 
holder 2p through a screw 2t for a screw engagement. 


30 (Sixth Embodiment) 


Fig. 17 is a schematic sectional side view of an im- 
age pickup device to show a concrete mounting frame 
example as a sixth embodiment of this invention, in 
which the same reference numbers are given to the 
components corresponding to those of the fifth embod- 
iment (shown in Fig. 16) and their detailed explanation 
is omitted. 

An image pickup device 2 of this embodiment has 
the same construction as that of the fifth embodiment 
shown in Fig. 16, except such a construction that a 
transparent prism array 2h is disposed instead of the 
transparent plate 2b and a plurality of illumination light 
sources 30 are directly mounted on a printed circuit 
board 2e without employing the spacer 2d. 

The prism array 2h is composed of a large number 
of micro prisms formed in one plane opposed to the light 
sources 30 so as to a little inwardly refract light projected 
from the light sources 30 to the measurement surface 
1 1 of the object 1 . Accordingly, the light sources may be 
normally mounted to stand erect on the board 2e. 
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(Seventh Embodiment) 

Fig. 18 is a schematic sectional side view of an im- 
age pickup device to show a concrete mounting frame 
example as a seventh embodiment of this invention, in 
which the sam reference numbers are given to the 
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components corresponding to those of the fifth embod- 
iment (shown in Fig. 16) and their detailed explanation 
is omitted. 

An image pickup device 2 of this embodim nt in- 
cludes lenses 21, a half mirror 24, a slit plate 27 and a 
projection light source 25 on an optical axis L1 which 
ar disposed inside the transparent plate 2b fixed on an 
opening of a C-shaped housing 2a. 

A plurality of illumination light sources 30 are 
mounted on a printed circuit board 2e through spacers 
2d at the periphery of the lens 21 . The sources 30 are 
mounted slanting little inwardly by the spacers 2d to 
project light to the measurement surface 11 of the ob- 
ject. A polarizing filter 2f and a MLA 2g are laminated 
and placed in front of each light source 30. 

On an optical axis L2 in a reflection direction of the 
half mirror 24, there is mounted an image pickup ele- 
ment 22 which is placed by spacing at the same remote 
distance from the mirror 24 as that of the slit plate 27. A 
polarizing filter 28 is mounted in front of the element 22 
to cross the polarization direction of the polarizing filters 
2f , and a printed circuit board 2r is horizontally disposed 
at the back of the element. On the board 2r there are 
mounted electronic components (not shown in draw- 
ings) and the projection light source 25. 

By thus disposing the pickup element 22 in the re- 
flection direction, distortion of the image is improved in 
comparison with mounting the element in the transfer- 
ring direction because distortion of the image appears 
by difference of incident angles to the mirror 24. 


10 6. 


15 


20 7. 


25 


30 


Claims 

1. An image pickup device comprising 

image pickup means (22) for taking an image 
of an object (1 ) which is focused through a lens 
(21), and 

projecting means (25, 27 and 28) for projecting 
an image (27p) of a predetermined shape on 
the object (1). 

2. An image pickup device according to claim 1 , in 
which an optical axis of said image pickup means 
(22) agree with an optical axis of said projecting 
means (27). 

3. An image pickup device according to claim 1 , in 
which an image projected by said projecting means 
(27) is focused on a surface (11) of said object (1) 
at a predetermined distance from said projecting 
means (27). 

4. An image pickup device according to claim 1 , in 
which a distance between said lens (21) and said 
image pickup means (22) is equal to a distance be- 
tween said lens (21) and said projecting means 


35 


(27). 

An image pickup device according to claim 1 , in 
which a half transmission mirror (24) is disposed be- 
tween said object (1) and said image pickup and 
projecting means (22 and 27) to make an optical 
axis of an image pickup direction agree with an op- 
tical axis of a projection direction. 

An image pickup device according to claim 1 , in 
which a half transmission mirror (24) is disposed be- 
tween said object (1) and said image pickup and 
projecting means (22 and 27), said image pickup 
means (22) takes an image transmitted through 
said half transmission mirror (24), and said project- 
ing means (27) projects an image (27p) of a prede- 
termined shape reflected by said half transmission 
mirror (24). 

An image pickup device according to claim 5, in 
which a distance between said half transmission 
mirror (24) and said image pickup means (22) is 
equal to a distance between said half transmission 
mirror (24) and said projecting means (27). 

An image pickup device according to claim 5, in 
which an optical filter (2q) is disposed between said 
half transmission mirror (24) and said image pickup 
means (22). 

An image pickup device according to claim 1, in 
which a distance between said image pickup means 
(22) and said object (1) is equal to a distance be- 
tween said projecting means (27) and said object 
0). 


10. An image pickup device according to claim 1, in 
which said projecting means (27) projects an image 
pickup region (22a) of said image pickup means 

40 (22). 

11. An image pickup device comprising 

image pickup means (22) for taking an optical 
45 image of an object (1 ) through a lens (21 ), 

a half transmission mirror (24) disposed be- 
tween said lens (21 ) and said image pickup 
means (22) to transmit an incident light to enter 
into said image pickup means (22), and 
so projecting means (27) for projecting an image 

(27p) of a predetermined shape on a surface 
(11) of said object (1), said projecting means 
(27) projecting and reflecting on said half trans- 
mission mirror (24) to project said image on 
55 said object (1) through said lens (21) to be fo- 

cused thereon. 

12. An image pickup device comprising 
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image pickup means (22) for taking an optical 
image of an object (1 ) which is focused through 
a lens (21), 

projecting means (27) for projecting an image 
of a predetermined shape on said object, and 
illumination means (30) disposed around said 
lens (21) for illuminating said object (1). 

13. An image pickup device according to claim 12, in 
which a projection color of said projecting means 
(27) and an illumination color of said illumination 
means (30) to be projected on said object (1) are 
different. 
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14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


An image pickup device according to claim 1, in 
which said projecting means (27) projects said im- 
age (27p) of the predetermined shape through a slit 

(27) of a predetermined shape. 

An image pickup device according to claim 1 , in 
which said projecting means (27) projects said im- 
age (27p) of the predetermined shape through a slit 

(28) composed of a plurality of liquid crystal cells. 

An image pickup device according to claim 1 , in 
which on image pickup cycle (c) of said image pick- 
up means (22) and a projection cycle (b) of said pro- 
jecting means (25) are different. 

An image pickup device according to claim 16, in 
which taking an image has a priority when an image 
pickup cycle of said image pickup means (22) and 
a projection cycle of said projecting means (25) 
agree. 

18. An image pickup device according to claim 12, in 
which an illumination direction of said illumination 
means (30) is inclined to a predetermined direction. 

19. An image pickup device according to claim 13, in 
which an optical filter (32) is disposed on an image 
pickup wall of said image pickup means to transmit 
light having said illumination color of the illumination 
means (30). 

20. An image processing device comprising 

image pickup means (22) for taking an image 
of an object (1 ) which is focused through a lens 
(21), and 

projecting means (27) for projecting an image 
(27p) of a predetermined shape on said object 
(1), whereby said taken image is processed to 
be compared with a predetermined reference 
to produce its comparison result. 

21. An image processing device comprising 


image pickup means (22) for taking an image 
of an object (1 ) which is focused through a lens 
(21), and 

projecting means (27) for projecting an image 
(27p) of a predetermined shape on said object 
(1), whereby said taken image is processed to 
be compared with a predetermined reference 
stored beforehand to produce its comparison 
result. ' 

22. An image pickup method comprising the steps of 

projecting an image (27p) of a predetermined 
shape from an image pickup device (2), 
focusing said image on a surface (11) of an ob- 
ject (1 ) at a predetermined remote position from 
said object (1), and 
taking an image of said object (1). 

20 23. An image pickup method comprising the steps of 

projecting an image (27p) of a predetermined 
shape from an image pickup device (2), 
focusing said image on a surface (1 1 ) of an ob- 
ject (1 ) at a predetermined remote position from 
said object (1), 

taking an image of said object (1), and 
image processing said taken image to be com- 
pared with a predetermined reference to pro- 
duce its result. 
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24. An image pickup method comprising the steps of 

projecting an image (27p) of a predetermined 
shape from an image pickup device (2), 
focusing said image on a surface (11 ) of an ob- 
ject (1 ) at a predetermined remote position from 
said object (1), 

taking an image of said object, and 
comparing said taken image with a predet r- 
mined image stored beforehand to produce a 
result of the comparison. 

25. An image pickup device comprising 

image pickup means (22) for taking an image 
of an object (1 ) which is focused through a lens 
(21), 

projecting means (27) for projecting an image 
(27p) of a predetermined shape on said object 
(1), and 

illumination means (30) disposed around said 
lens (21) for illuminating said object (1), all of 
said means being enclosed at their respective 
fixed positions within a housing (2a). 

26. An image pickup device according to claim 25 in 
which said projecting means (27) projects a prede- 
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termined image to a region (27e) registering a mod- 
el image. 

27. An image pickup device according to claim 25 in 
which said projecting means (27) projects a prede- 
termined image (27p) to a measurement region 
(27r). 

28. An image processing device enclosed within a 
housing (4a) comprising 

an A/D converter (41) for converting an output 
from an image pickup device (2) into a digital 
signal, 

an image processing unit for image processing 
the digitized signal, and 

an output unit (51 ) for producing a result of the 
picture processing. 

29. An image processing device according to claim 28, 
in which the result of the image processing is dis- 
played on a panel of said housing (4a) . 

30. An image processing device according to claim 28 
further including model image storing means for 
registering a model image taken by said image pick- 
up means (22). 
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